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principle of the Fatherhood of God has come
that of the sonship of man, with the consequent
infinite value of the individual. From the belief
in God as Father, and in man as a child of God
of infinite worth, comes a third conception of
man as free, as capable of progress, and as
deriving from God the power of an endless life.
With this freedom for scientific and religious in-
vestigation and progressive development, viewed
in the larger perspective of eternity, man
gains a new conception of the value of time
and the possibility of progress. Out of these
three conceptions of life springs naturally a new
sense of personal responsibility, to God as
Father, to self as God's child, and to our fellow-
men as brothers. This sense of responsibility
is accompanied by a new moral earnestness and
a gradual transformation of life. Has not the
best of Christian civilization been based upon
these four principles of the Fatherhood of God,
the worth of man, freedom for future progress,
and present moral earnestness derived from the
realization of personal responsibility ? And are
not these the very essence of vital Christianity ?
Try to imagine what life would be to you as
a student in the West if you should subtract
from it these four basal principles. If you knew
of no God as your Heavenly Father; if you did
not know the value of human life or the brother-